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BEST WATCHDOG

Rich Maller

P
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DIRECTOR

Bleak life, death, and disap-
painting afverlife: In the
hands ol David Cromer, $3,
they ve hecime things of
deep theatricd beauty, The
Skokie notive hns spent
devades peroolatieg in Chicas
g theatre, and this vear's
string of surcesses has put

his versatility and artistry on
fulll display. His meticulous
direction carned him & presti-
glous OfF Brosdway pward in
Muy for the dark musical T
Acetire Machime (borm at

Mext Theatre, Evanston: now
running im New York),
Cromer 18 s oheessive about
his visdon that bie cast himaelf
ns the Stage Manager in his
umsemtimenisl, evelalory
production of Owr Town; the
shiow will play agaln in Sep-
bermeber alber i sohd-oul sping
. s upeEming: directing
Pl Wemdmerly &l Steppen-
willl Theaines Flirst Lok
Repertory of New Work scrcs
this maonth, Prerde &t Wrners
Theatre i Sepieimber, and
e Criasz Myvuageric a1 Kan-
eas Uiy Repertory in JENnary
[xom e warry ihal seaess |8
Eiving him am optimistic out-
Ik, though, °1 abeolubely see
mvscll working in Starbucks
|0 EWen YEARS, e Says,

SEST HANDCR

CKTAILS

THE VIOLET HOUR

1520 N. Damen fve.; 7732521500

Everything youve heard about this ersale speakexsy |3 true: The vibe 3
contrived and fussy; the high-backed chairs cut you of] from the action;
and the wait at the: door & near Intplerabde duning prime fime. The hand-
crafted cocktails, bowever, are incomparably refreshing and perfectly
callbrated. We recently inhafed the NY Sour (Plymouth gin, s wine,
e white, crange flower water] and the Spring Sadecar [a tart take

on the seeet clasahc), but the memy bursts with enticements=—all 511
apiece, nowhere near the most expensive bn toswen, The bar opens at &
pomi, g0 g0 earty, s at the bar, and foous on wour drink,

RUNMNERS:LIP; {123 M. Jefferson 51, 312-R41-TA20L Excelient
versions of enduring classacs. W with the Bar (et and the cockiall
meru—nﬁtnng Just 12 creations—sware bigger. (95T b Fulfor
Markel; 312-29T-5804). Perhaps the most creative in Chicago, the cochs
Gils rezeg ase complex, lavmred, near-Cdalinany creations that intrigue
but demand perhaps too misch atienkion
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